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 Ref. No. :- ARTEE


      




Date:    -   - 2012

Shri./ Smt/ Ms.

Hon'ble Member of Parliament

Most Respected Sir/ Ma'm,

We are grateful to the Hon'ble Parliament for its decision in the winter session, retaining the employees of AIR and Doordarshan as ‘Central Government employees on deemed deputation’ in Prasar Bharati. This decision, though partially protecting the employees and the organisation due to the ‘cut off’ date, has ensured the existence and timely payment of salaries of the employees of National & Public Service Broadcaster of the country.

As you are kindly aware, while we retained the status of ‘Central Govt employees’ on one side, the Ministry of I&B and Prasar Bharati deprived our basic democratic rights by snatching our basic right to Association. It has been declared that no Association is recognised in AIR & Doordarshan (vide the order dated 08 September 2011 issued by Prasar Bharati). 

Sir/Ma'm, the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting and the Prasar Bharati have started the process for recognition of Associations especially after the kind intervention of your goodself and other esteemed Hon’ble Members of Parliament.

It may kindly be noted that Smt. Ambika Soni, Hon’ble Minister for I&B assured Hon’ble Rajya Sabha & Lok Sabha on 08/12/2011 & 20/12/2011 that ”it is up to the Association to ask and fulfil the criteria laid down by the DoPT for the recognition and the Ministry will have no problem or the other apparatus will have no problem in giving recognition to any one.”
As per the order dated 22.11.2011 issued by Prasar Bharati the last date for submitting applications for recognition was upoto 29/2/2012. We, the major Associations have submitted applications in time along with authorization forms from individual employees, for deduction of subscription towards the Association from their salary. Thereafter Prasar Bharati directed the Drawing & Disbursement Officers(DDO)/ Head Of Offices (HOO) to start the deduction of subscription towards the Associations from the salary of the employees as per the Rules, within the stipulated time. 
Meanwhile in our case in the Hon’ble CAT Delhi, we proved beyond doubt that it was the Ministry who is sitting on the file since 1998 for recognition of Associations. When the advocate on behalf of Ministry and Prasar Bharati intimated in the Court that they already issued circular seeking the details from stations latest by 29th February, Hon'ble CAT Delhi granted 4 months time from that date to complete the process. Meanwhile Ministry of I&B, vide their letters dated 14.11.2011 & 23.01.2012, directed Prasar Bharati to start the process. Accordingly Prasar Bharati issued some orders in November & December 2011. 

As per the CCS(RSA) Rules 1993, the Association, which gets the membership of 35% employees of particular category  (such as Engineering, Programme, Administration, Stenographers, Motor drivers, Group D employees-Now known as Multi Task Staff- etc.) will be granted recognition. The second Association if enjoys the support of more than 15% employees of the category will also be recognized. 
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As per our information, subscription has been deducted from about 7000 (seven thousand) members towards ARTEE, which is much above the minimum required number for recognition. Some other Associations have also crossed the benchmark required for the recognition.

Instead of implementing the process of recognition of Associations in a time bound manner with a positive spirit, Prasar Bharati Management is lingering it on for reasons best known to them only. The cut-off date granted by the Hon'ble court is over on 30th June 2012 but Prasar Bharati has been taking extension after extension for the implementation of the Rules inspite of the assurance by Hon'ble Minister for I&B in both houses of parliament while replying to the debate on the Prasar Bharati Amendment Bill 2011 in Hon'ble Rajya Sabha on 08/12/2011 & Hon'ble Lok Sabha on 20/12/2011. 
But unfortunately, the inordinate delay in the process is hampering the welfare measures of the employees. It may kindly be noted that the staff grievances redressal system in AIR & Doordarshan stands paralysed after 08/09/2011, after the Prasar Bharati dictated that no Association in AIR &DD are recognised. PB & DG:AIR repeatedly issued orders directing offices not to entertain the Associations and advising Associations to refrain from taking up the employees matters until the legal process is complete (The latest order issued by PB on 18/7/2012).
All this indicates that the Management is bent on delaying the process to avoid the democratic & constitutional rights of the employees. 
We are confident that your kind intervention will make the difference.






With warm regards,










(


)










VP/SS/DMC Coordinator/Unit Secretary
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